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ORDER OF WORSHIP

587 — Sing And Be Happy

North Oaks Holiday Party )
Please join us on Sunday, December 13 .
at 6:00 p.m. for the holiday party.

Our teens will present a devotional, the

children will sing songs and then a talent
show will follow.

Please bring finger foods and dessert

to share after the program.
Questions: Julie Vetrie or Dia Vasquez+

103 — He Has Made Me Glad

749 — The Battle Belongs
to the Lord

Worship Blessing

176 — Lamb of God

Communion
Contribution
Children's Worship

NIB — Shout Hallelujah

Scripture: John 3:25-30

Lesson: “Crucial TOdhy at N orth O‘l@

Encounters Schedule Change—the Elders/Deacons/Ministers Meeting has

with Jesus: ) been postponed and will not take place today.
John the Baptist”

852 — When the Roll Is Welcome Visitors and Members
Called Up Yonder

Welcome to our worship this morning. We rejoice in this special
time with God and you. Please remember to turn off your elec-

Family Prayer tronic devices.

There is a nursery available for infants and toddlers and Chil-
dren’s Bible Hour during the worship service. We are happy to
have you with us and invite you to come back and visit us again.

Thank you for coming




To Keep You Informed:

iUl

North Oaks Church of Christ Recycle Page

www.northoakschurchofchrist.org (download sermons, check calendar or bulletin)
http://rays-rama.tripod.com for challenging weekly Bible reading and quiz
Facebook— go to www.facebook.com and search for North Oaks Church of Christ and

= Email Prayer Requests-- Tracie Bowdoin (Tracie91342@yahoo.com)

CALENDAR

December 11-13 M.A.D.EMEN Conference
December 12  Holiday Party Rehearsal @ 1:00 p.m.
December 13  North Oaks Holiday Party @ 6:00 p.m.
December 20  Youth Holiday Party

Mark Your Calendar
January 9 North Pasadena Church of Christ
Ladies’ Day (Speaker: Carmel Malone)

North Oaks Notes

Family News

Sympathy: Our deepest sympathy is extended to the
family of Mike Davis (former members at North Oaks).
Mike passed away Thursday evening after battling leu-
kemia. Services will be held on Saturday, December 12
at 2:00 p.m. at North Park Community Church in
Valencia.

Keep Lela Humphries, Anna Sticksel and Jesse
Johnson in your prayers as they are unable to get out
due to illness.

North Oaks Holiday Party Rehearsal ﬁ
There will be a rehearsal for all performers on
Saturday, December 12 at 1:00 p.m. at the church

building.
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o The Branstetters are collecting items for Christmas

Donations for Christmas

baskets for families in our congregation. They need
donations of items that would make a Christmas
dinner—canned vegetables, side dishes, cookie mix,
flour, sugar, oranges, etc. or you can donate cash for
purchasing hams. See Beverly or Drexel if you
have any questions or if you know of anyone in need.
Please bring in your donations and suggestions for
families by December 20.

® There are four families which North Oaks can help
for the Christmas holidays. If you would like to help
make Christmas for these families and their chil-
dren, please contact Ray or Cindy Davis.

Tamales

Lorena Becerra is taking orders for homemade
tamales ($1.50 each). Contact Lorena for more
details—818-367-4536.

&

Calendar Reminder

If you need to use the church building, please check with
Debbie Rupel first so she can make sure the calendar is
clear. Sometimes events are scheduled after the monthly
calendar is published.
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Prayer Concerns

Lorena Becerra—keep her brother Luis in prayer.
Also pray that she finds a job soon and for her son, Juan,
to keep up the good work.

Tracie Bowdoin—pray for her friend, William, who is
going through personal problems; pray that he turns to
God for peace.

Patti Campos—pray for Sally Ticen who is very ill—
pray for peace.

Gina Carpenter—her son-in-law, Tony, has a job inter-
view for a full-time position at work—pray for a success-
ful outcome.

Olivia Matthews—please continue to pray for her—she
had a court date scheduled for last Tuesday.

Sue Nelson—pray for her friend, Bonnie, who has ap-
plied for a less expensive apartment. Also Sue’s hus-
band needs to find a job.
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Ray’s Rama

But He told them, "Not everyone can accept this saying, but only those it has been given to.
(Mt 19:11 hesb)

With all the attention given to a sports star’s escapades this week, I had thought about writ-
ing something about marriage and faithfulness. However, I came across an edited version of an opin-
ion piece written by David Barash, published in the Los Angeles Times. The edited version of his
thoughts appears in the December 4, 2009 issue of The Week, on page 14.

Right-wing pro-family advocates are correct: Monogamy is definitely under siege,” said David
Barash. But don’t blame radical feminists and gays or Godless communists. “The culprit is our own
biology.”

Researchers in animal behavior have long known that “monogamy is uncommon in the natural
world,” and a growing body of research shows that “Homo sapiens carries all the evolutionary stig-
mata of a mildly polygamous mammal.”

But before you take this as a permission slip to cheat on your spouse, remember that “natural
1sn’t necessarily good.” (Think of earthquakes or pneumonia.) The point is some of the most satisfy-
ing human accomplishments, from mastering the violin to scaling a mountain, don’t come naturally,
but require dedication and hard work.

“A case can be made, that people are being maximally human when they do things that contra-
dict their biology.” For its part, monogamy can foster an ever deeper intimacy between partners, to
say nothing of family stability.

“To be sure, monogamy isn’t easy; nor is it for everyone. But everyone who claims that he or she
1sn’t cut out for monogamy misses the point. No one is.”

I don’t agree with all of David Barash’s ideas about monogamy, but he correctly points out we
often become our best when we go beyond our nature. May God’s grace and spirit challenge each of
our marriages to become all that our Creator desires.

--Ray

NOTES

Keep in Prayer: Charles Bice-Bey—chronic leg pain and needs surgery (also needs a desk job); Cora Dalrymple—
health problems; Kristin Dickson—pregnancy; Tom Hertel—health problems; Lela Humphries—heart problems;
Jesse Johnson—health problems; Kim Rincon (friend of Bob Gill)—health problems; Dale Smith—Dblood clot in his leg;
Anna Sticksel—cancer.



Worship Assignments

Schedule of Services

Sunday
9:35 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Davis Life Group
Life Groups meet during the week

Fellowship
Bible Class

Minister
Ray Davis
ray@northoakschurchofchrist.org
Office Hours:
10:00 a.m.fi3:00 p.m.
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs
Associate Minister

Ron Sherman
ronshewin@msn.com

Youth Ministers

Dan Garcia
Dan Stegall

Elders

Steve Bowling
Mike Faragher
Joe Herrington
Mike Rupel
elders@northoakschurchofchrist.org

Deacons

Drexel Branstetter
Dan Garcia
Rick Head
Bret Lunde
Dan Stegall

Missions

Harry HamiltonfiChile
City of Children
Manuelito Navajo

Bookkeeper i Jackie Lowe
Bulletin i Janet Faragher
(faraghers@sbcglobal.net)
Church Calendar - Debbie Rupel
(debbie_rupel@yahoo.com)
Email Prayer Requests --
Tracie Bowdoin
(Tracie91342@yahoo.com)
Showers 8 Katie Stegall
Meals for Funerals/Shut Ins &
Faye Thomas/Janet Faragher

December 6

Nursery: J. Huff; C. Malone
Control Room: Naomi Johnson

Song Leader/Worship Blessing
Lance Bohannan

Lordds Supper
Renard Ricks

&

Servers
K. Perkins; K. Cedeno; C. Rupel,
N. Vasquez; K. Overturf; W. Head;
D. King; Kenny Perkins

Scripture
Blaine Chiappetta

Family Prayer
Mike Faragher
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December 13

Nursery: A. Pratt; J. Vetrie
Control Room: Brent Faragher

Song Leader/Worship Blessing
Ron Sherman

dotridddrs Supper
Jerry Bohannan
Servers
B. Lunde; D. Garcia; J. Siegmund,;
R. Poignard; J. Terranova;
A. Terranova; K. Bowling; B. Chiappetta
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Scripture
Nelson Vasquez

Family Prayer
Steve Bowling
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December 20

Nursery: D. Vasquez; S. Sherman
Control Room: Thomas Jeffries

Song Leader/Worship Blessing
Lance Bohannan

Lordds Supper
Bob Gill

& C

Chil dr end sSSerdarse

dJ. Stately; M. Nikander; P. Johnson;
K. Cedeno; K. Overturf; Kenny Perkins;
Brent Faragher; Jesse Head

Scripture
Chris Rupel

Family Prayer
Mike Rupel
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Nursery: K. Stegall; M. Jones
Control Room: K. Bowling

December 27

Song Leader/Worship Blessing
Ken Perkins

| dotriddrs Supper
Dan Stegall

& C

Servers
R. Head; D. King; T. Jeffris;
B. Chiappetta; B. Faragher; M. Rupel,
W. Head; A. Terranova

Scripture
Dan Garcia

Family Prayer
Joe Herrington
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